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June 9 Meeting 
 

 

We hosted a nice crowd of 16 guests at our June 9 dinner meeting at The Shanty. We 
welcomed Barbara Stoffa, John’s wife; guest speaker Jeff Unger, and Key Club 
Scholarship winners and their families. The meeting started when Enos Martin provided 
a bio of John Stoffa from our club’s history book, followed by President Tom Harp 
presenting a club gift to Barbara. It was a large framed poster with a collage of photos 
taken of John at various club activities over the years. Barbara and her family designated 
memorial gifts in John’s name to be donated to our Foundation. We thanked Barbara for 
this kind gesture. Tom announced that so far, 20 donors had gifted a total of $1,575 to 
the Foundation! John’s legacy with our club will live on.  
 

 



President Tom, representing our Foundation’s Board of Trustees then presented $1,000 
Key Club Scholarship checks to this year’s award-winners. First was Joseph Duffy from 
Allentown Central Catholic HS. Joey will be attending the University of Notre Dame in the 
fall, where he will be studyng International Economics. He was a member of the ACCHS 
Key Club for 3 years and last served as Vice-President. He was a member of the National 
Honor Society, and captain of the golf team. Gianna Fitzsimmons was Secretary of the 
Salisbury HS Key Club for 3 years! She was also a member of the National Honor Society. 
She participated in all of the Key Club service projects, including gift bags for the 
homeless, Holiday Hope Chests, and volunteering at the 6th Street Shelter soup kitchen. 
Gianna will be attending Temple University, pursuing a degree in Business Management. 
Finally, Lauren Meinhold of the Southern Lehigh Key Club received a scholarship award, 
Lauren was a member of the Key Club all 4 years, serving as Secretary, and then as 
President in her senior year. She excelled at cross-country and soccer, and was a 
member of the National Honor Society.  She was the leader of a very active Key Club that 
featured service projects like the “Soles for Souls” shoe drive, senior citizen dinners, and 
toiletry bags for the homeless. Lauren will be attending Florida State University, pursuing 
a degree in Finance. Both Joey and Lauren helped out at our LVCC Picnic in May and 
had a great time. These three young adults are the future of our country. And their 
achievements and service to others brings hope that our country will be in good shape 
for years to come. Congratulations, Joey, Gianna, and Lauren! 
 

                             
               Joey Duffy                      Gianna Fitzsimmons                Lauren Meinhold 

 
After lunch, Enos Martin introduced our speaker Jeff Unger, Facility Director for the 
Greater Valley YMCA.  

 

 
 
That organization operates 7 YMCA’s in the Lehigh Valley. Their network includes low-
income housing at the Bethlehem Y, a winter warming station for the homeless at the 
Allentown Y, and child care at several facilities. The warming station has 64 beds for men 
and women over the age of 18. The GVYMCA serves 700 children in their summer camps. 
They also run a Cancer Survivors Program that offers group support meetings, and 



discounted membership fees. Their Safety Around Water program is especially important 
for young children to learn how to survive in water. Every year, the GVYMCA offers over 
a million dollars in financial aid. They also run a food pantry for needy families at the 
Allentown Y. That is where volunteers from our club helped out on June 23 to replace old 
wooden shelving with newer metal units. The local YMCA’s provide a variety of services 
to the community at large, not just recreational opportunities.  
 

  KI Convention 
 

 
 

Kiwanis International held its annual convention June 8-12 in Indianapolis, Indiana. This 
was the first convention held in person since 2019. Enos Martin and Tom Harp attended 
the convention virtually. At the Opening Session, KI President Peter Mancuso welcomed 
everyone by declaring “Goodbye Covid, Kiwanis is back!” President Mancuso spoke of 
the “miracle of Kiwanis” in people’s lives. He reiterated his priorities that included: 
 

1. Improve the Club Experience – we need outstanding fellowship and service 
opportunities. He suggested that clubs utilize the ACE Tool offerered by KI. 

2. Increase Membership – 26,000 people join Kiwanis each year. We need to open 
more clubs. 

3. Increase Kiwanis Youth Programs – Service Leadership Programs make Kiwanis 
unique. 

4. Provide Leadership Education – 471 people have registered for the “Kiwanis 
Amplify” leadership training this year. 

5. Support the Kiwanis Children’s Fund – it was announced that there is a new 
fundraising effort, the Dr. Wil Blechman Fellowship. The goal is to raise $250,000 
in gifts of $2,500 each. So far, 28 people have donated in that amount. 

 

Next, the Circle K President Kyle Lank and Key Club President Salma Eldeeb spoke. 
Key Clubs are the fastest-growing member of the Kiwanis family.  
 

The Keynote Speaker was Jimmy Cassas, who has 22 years of school leadership 
experience and is the author of 8 books, including “Live Your Excellence.” Mr. Cassas 
was a HS principal for 19 years. Schools, like Kiwanis, have a responsibility to build their 
communities. To attain excellence you must believe that you are making a difference. He 
applauded high school Service Leadership Programs, like Key Clubs. Anyone can be a 
leader, but you must lead by example.  
 

Tom attended some of the breakout sessions including a meeting of the DEI (Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion) Committee, and a session on Fundraising Online. In the latter class, 
it was noted that 1/3 of all giving is in the last 3 months of the year. The average donor 
gives to 4-5 non-profits a year. Having fundraisers online reduces barriers to attendance. 
The California-Nevada-Hawaii District has done a lot of online fundraising, including a 
Virtual Murder Mystery, virtual classes in cooking and art, and virtual wine tasting. Peer 
to peer fundraising is especially effective. That is when you set a donation goal for a 
cause, and ask family and friends to contribute towards that goal. Another method is to 



designate a online cause for a birthday gift. There are crowd funding sites like Go Fund 
Me, Give Lively, and the Facebook fundraising platform.  
 

At the Saturday Business Session, there was a delegate count of 1,138, representing 588 
clubs. KI Executive Director Stan Soderstam provided an Annual Report. He remarked 
that it has been 3 years since the last in-person convention. KI is attempting to streamline 
By-Laws and make them more flexible for Districts and Clubs. Current By-Laws are 29 
pages and very bureaucratic. KI has net assets of $56.4 million. However, the Kiwanis 
Magazine reserve is down to $102,000. It has become more expensive to print magazines 
in our current economy. Publications will be merged into the operating fund next year. 
The fastest growing budget item is the liability fund. Premiums are exploding for any 
organization that works with children. KI may have to consider a $5 per member insurance 
surcharge. The last time KI dues were increased was in 2015. There will likely be a vote 
next year on increasing dues. There were a total of 12 Amendments that were voted on 
during the Business Session. Most were minor, but the one that our club has been most 
in favor of was to approve a discounted “Family Membership.” This would provide half-
price dues for one immediate member of a Kiwanis member’s household. This proposal 
has been voted on numerous times and has failed. It failed once again this year, 49% to 
50.5%. A 2/3 majority was required. Our club does offer a reduced membership fee for 
spouses. 
 

Finally, the House of Delegates elected senior officers for Kiwanis International. Bert 
West of Colorado was elected President for 2022-23, Katrina Baranko of Georgia was 
elected President-Elect, and Lee Kuan Yong of Malaysia was elected Vice-President. 
There were 5 candidates for 3 open Board of Trustee positions for the United States and 
Pacific Canada Region. Those elected were Steven Ingram of Indiana, Gary Jander of 
California and Jackie Sue McFarlin of Washington State. Next year’s convention will be 
held in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
 

 June Service Project 
 

           
 

On June 23, Enos & Susan Martin and Tom Harp participated in the United Way “Day 
of Caring” event at the Allentown YMCA. They were joined by two volunteers from 
B.Braun Medical. After greetings and introductions by Allentown Y staff, we were led on 
a tour of the facility. There have been many very impressive renovations to the facility 
over the years. They have a modern, start-of-the-art fitness center along with exercise 
studios and of course their indoor Olympic-sized swimming pool. They have the only salt-
water pool within 97 miles! They also serve over 160 children in their Day Care program. 
Our project was to renovate their food pantry on the second floor. Our first task was to 
demolish and remove old wooden shelving. That was actually fun! We banged away, 



dismantling the shelving and moving it out the door. This was followed by sweeping up 
and cleaning the walls, which were quite filthy from decades of inaccessibility. After lunch, 
we primed the walls and began assembling new metal shelving for the pantry room. Later 
in the week, additional “Day of Caring” volunteers from UGI were scheduled to apply finish 
coats to the room and reposition all the shelving to be stocked up again. This was a fun 
and worthwhile project that was greatly appreciated by the YMCA staff. 
 

A Glance Into Our Past 

 
100 Years Ago – July 1922 
 

The following cartoon sketch was printed in the Allentown Morning Call on July 30 
depicting various scenes from the summer Kiwanis picnic held at the Sand Spring Park 
at Saturday, July 29. Sand Spring Park was located just south of Schnecksville east of 
Route 309. The Sand Spring Apartments are currently located on this site. 
 

 
 
75 Years Ago – July 1947 
 

The following photograph was printed in the July 12th edition of The Morning Call. It 
included the following description: 
 

George Gehris is shown hammering a railroad tie in place, while Abraham Assad, Jr., 
Walter Wexler, Donald Oberdoester, and Barry Joseph are busy bringing up the next tie 
up to be used in construction a 165-foot flood wall at the River Front Park Project of Ship 
30, Kiwanis Sea Scouts. The Ship’s crew has used more than 2000 railroad ties in building 
the 12 foot high wall as part of preparation of a permanent headquarters site for the Sea 
Scouts.  
 

Our club sponsored several scout troops, both boys and girls in the 1940s and 1950s, 
including a Sea Scout group call a Ship rather than a troop. Sea Scouts are a little-known 
part of the Boy Scouts organization.  
 



 
 

50 Years Ago – July 1972 
 

How many of our current members remember the Hamilton Mall with its infamous 
canopies? 

 
 
At the July 13th Kiwanis meeting at the Lehigh Valley Club in 1972, Allentown developer 
William Scharf described the future Hamilton Mall and how the concept would provide a 
strong core around which Allentown could build. He indicated that this was the city’s 
attempt to stall the growth of the malls away from downtown. He told the group that 
Pennsylvania provided a $2.5 million grant to build the mall. Now, 50 years later, it is a 
fading memory. 
 

25 Years Ago – July 1997 
 

In the July club newsletter, it was reported that 34 members had contributed $13,946 to 
the Kiwanis Foundation of Allentown. Current 54-year member Jim Fronheiser was 
quoted in the newsletter as stating the following: “What a great group of people our club 
members are!” 

 
- Enos Martin 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Activities 

 
 

MONTHLY MEETING – Thursday, July 14, 6:00 PM (Social Hour from 5-6 PM) at the 
Shanty on 19th. Guest speaker will be Allentown Mayor Matt Tuerk. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – Thursday, July 29, 5 PM on Zoom. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 July  Birthdays   

     15 – Peg Harp 

     23 – Jeff Burnatowski 

 
   Club Anniversaries  
 

  Tom Harp – 26 Years! 

  

  

     

  
 

 

 
     

- Tom Harp, Editor 


